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Gajani’s Case of Fesico- Vaginal Fistula. 

will convey false impressions, and there will be an appearance of motion, when 
during their erection or tension, the fibres come in contact with diseased ves¬ 
sels, filaments, or globules. 

“ I* difficult to keep the eye on one object for a long time, but when it i 9 
accomplished, the retina^soon becomes fatigued, the fibres lose their tone or 
tension, and the object disappears. As soon as they have rested, the object 
comes again into view, and there is an alternate disappearance and reappearance 
of the object, as long as the experiment can be continued. If, when the light 
is very obscure, we look intently at a feebly illuminated object, the fibres, in 
endeavouring to adapt themselves to the degree of light, soon become painfully 
affected, and the object is no longer visible. 

44 The connection between the second and the fifth pair of nerves, may explain 
why there is a halo round luminous objects during catarrhal ophthalmia , when 
the distended vessels press upon the filaments of the latter, which are so abun¬ 
dantly spread upon the conjunctiva; and why in strumous ophthalmia , there is 
such intolerance of light, when the nerves are irritated by exposure in coiwe- 
quence of ulceration of the anterior membrane.” 

VVe must not conclude this notice without again recommending the work to 
notice, and expressing the hope that the author will persevere in his interesting 
researches. 


Art. XII. Sopra un caso di Fistula Fcscico-Fa ginale quanta col Caus/icn Potenziale , 
lettera del I)ott. Maria.no Gajani, di Bologna, Chirurgo primario in Mace rata, 
al Chiarissimo, Dott. Luigi Malacodi, Direttore del Kaccoglitore Medico- 
Macerata_1838. 

Description of a Case of Fesico-Faginal Fistula cured by the Application of the Po¬ 
tential Cautery , in a letter from Dj. M. Gajani, of Bologua, to Dr. Louis 
Malagodi, Editor of the Medical Repertory of Fano. 

The object of this publication is to show the superiority of the treatment of 
vesico-vaginal fistula, by the application of lunar caustic over all the other plans 
that have been proposed, but especially over every species of suture. 

After a brief notice of the several modes of treatment suggested by different 
surgeons tor the removal of one of the most disgusting and distressing accidents 
to which females are liable, the particulars of the case treated by Dr.°Gajani are 
presented. 

The patient was a married female, twenty-eight years of age, of a scrofulous 
habit, with predisposition to rachitis. On tho last day of January, 1836, she 
gave birth to a dead child after a difficult labour of three days duration, during 
which, from the want of skill in the midwife, the head of the foetus was allowed 
to remain fixed for many hours in the superior strait of the pelvis. In conse¬ 
quence of the fundus of the bladder and anterior part of the vagina being thus 
compressed for a long period, by the head of the child, against the pubis, a 
sloughing occurred soon after the labour was terminated, giving rise to a fistulous 
opening between the cavity of the bladder and the vagina, through which the 
urine was constantly discharged. 

The fistula was seated near the anterior portion of the vagina, its longest 
diameter, presenting transversely, was about one inch, and its shortest, upwards 
of half an inch. 

In the commencement of April, 1836, the patient was placed under the care 
of Dr. Gajani, who, after some preparatory treatment, intefWed chiefly to dimi¬ 
nish the extensive irritation of the parts caused by the constant flow of the urine 
over them, applied freely lunar caustic to the edges of the fistula, a catheter 
being at the same time introduced through the urethra into the bladder, and 
allowed to remain. The fistula became gradually contracted in size, and, finally, 
completely cicatrized. 

There is nothing peculiarly striking in the circumstances of this case, and no 
novelty whatever in the treatment, excepting perhaps in the very ingenious-ami 
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useful canula and director for the proper application of the caustic to the fistu- 
e n£Ttn°I , t lC v ‘j 3lco ' va ? mal opening; a description of which would be of 
before us. den! ’ Unle3s accon, P amed with a drawing, as in the work 

P° ten , tia I’ 35 ' vcl1 actual cautery, have been used and recommended in 
the treatment of vesico-vagmal fistula by many surgeons, especially in France 
Lallemand, Dupuytren, and Velpeau, Dr. Gajani himself cites as havin”fo 
numerous cases, effected in this manner a complete cure. Liston considers’the 
actual cautery as the only remedy to be relied upon in those cases in which a cure 
is at all possible. Dieffenbach found both the actual and potential cautery of no 
benefit n any of the cases in w-inch he tried it. In some instances, he succeeded 
rinem™ r g 3 sl ' raulat J n g ,be ed Ses of the fistulous opening with strong 

foe scalnit ond ar .‘| deSi 1 ^ Prefe ?’ J| owo «r, the removal of the fistulous edges by 
the scalpel, and the closure of the orifice by suture, performed in a manner 

|’“ “ r to himsclf. A case in which a complete cure was effected bv the 
K f D i e ,®? nb , ach ' somewhat modified, is related by Dr. Hayward in the 

last Number of this Journal, page 283. 1 ne 

tl,f n m ht I i nte \? S i‘ nS i C i aSeS ’ wl ? ich the cauter y was employed, will be found in 
the Dublin Medical Journal, vol. 2, recorded by Dr. E. Kennedy. Two cases 0 f 
complete recovery from the use of the suture, occur in the same volume of the 
Jouma 1 referred to; three cases are also recorded, by Mr. Earle, in the Medical 

Merfie-fl’ Por . N p < ; vember > 1829 > a "d one by Mr. Hobart, of Cork, in the London 
Medical and Physical Journal, vol. 5; one case by Mr. Luke in foe Medical 
Gazette, 1831, and one by Mr. Scott in the Lancet, July, 1832. 
in tL a > IT, lnStanCes ’ a cure bas , been e dec ted by keeping a catheter constantly 
ntnr =. b - dder ’ S< V‘ S . , ° l)"?'? 1 ? 1 th ? e3ca P e of urine by the fistulous opening a 'n 
Innr r 2 ca f e ° f th, s h> n d ■* rented in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 

CUmin; PreSSUrc *" C -“also 

The following references are given in the work before us-— 

Kaccoghtore Medico di Bologna, 1829, p. 38. 

Opuscoli della Societa Medico-Chirurgica di Bologna, vol. 8, p. 3. 

Memorie dell Academia Reale di Chirurgia, vol. 3. D F C 


Art. XIII. Suir asportazionc del Iabbro Supcriore Carcinomatoso con tentala Chilo- 
P l 0 d,ca al aclcum r,^, suW Autoplastica. Lettera di Mabu.no Gajaki, Mem- 
bro del Collegio Medico-Chinirgtco nella Pontificia Universita di Macerata, 
&c., al ChmnisimO’ Signor Professor Paoi.e Cavalier Baroni Collonnello, 
e Direttore della samta militare in Roma. Marcerata: 1838. 

On the Jirmocal of a Carcinomatous Upper Lip, with an attempt at Chiloplastu , and 
some Itemarhon Autoplasty. In a letter from Dr. Mariano Gajan to Sinner 
Professor P. Baroni, of Rome. “ = 

,T? E ° nly remarkable . particular in this case, is the attempt which was made 
by the operator to repair immediately the deformity caused by the removal of 
„ h £’ b y fom, ing a new one from a portion of the skin and the cellular 

membrane of the cheek. The want of success in the chiloplastic operation in 
fo!S case was due, no doubt, to the age of the individual, sixty year!; the state 
of his constitution, which, it is stated, was not very robust, and probably in 
some measure to the conditioni of the parts themselves, which had, for a consi- 
durable time, been the seat of disease. 

The operation for the removal of deformities about the face, by an operation 
ne?formId Pr T P V° that attempted m the case before us, is now so commonly 
performed, and in favourable cases, in which alone it should be attempted, so 

* See the No. of this Journal for Nov. 1838, p. 224 and 229. 



